
Ordinance #12 revised - March 14, 2005


Introduced by Council Member Gulliford:

ORDINANCE 2017-667
AN ORDINANCE regarding sexual predator residency requirements; AMENDING SECTION 656.401(E) (CARE CENTERS/DAY CARE CENTERS), SUBPART A (PERFORMANCE STANDARDS AND DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA), PART 4 (SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS), CHAPTER 656 (ZONING CODE), ORdINANCE CODE, TO change the distance that a sexual predator can reside from 2,500 feet to 1,500 feet; Amending Section 685.102 (Sexual Predators residency requirements), Chapter 685 (Sexual Offender and Sexual Predator Regulation), Ordinance Code, to change the distance that a sexual predator can reside from 2,500 feet to 1,500 feet; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 775.21, Florida Statutes, (the Florida Sexual Predators Act), sexual predators are required to register certain information, including their place of residence with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE); and

WHEREAS, Florida law prohibits a sexual predator from residing within 1,000 feet of a school, child care facility, park or playground; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 685.102, Ordinance Code, Jacksonville currently has an expanded zone of protection and prohibits a sexual predator from residing within 1,500 feet of a school, public library, day care center, park, playground, or other place where children regularly congregate; and

WHEREAS, creating a situation where there are no places for sexual predators to lawfully reside in Jacksonville does not protect the community but rather results in a transient population that poses a significant danger and menace to public health and to children if the predators go unregistered and become less traceable through the FDLE registration process; and
 

WHEREAS, ensuring that registered sexual predators remain traceable, and to discourage this dangerous population from becoming transient, a requirement is established that all new day care centers must be at least 1,500 feet from the established residence of a lawfully registered sexual predator; now therefore
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Amending Section 656.401 (e) (Performance standards and development criteria), Ordinance Code. Section 656.401(e) (Care centers/day care centers), Subpart A (Performance Standards and Development Criteria), Part 4 (Supplementary Regulations), Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 656. ZONING CODE

* * *
PART 4.
SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS
* * *

Sec. 656.401 –Performance standards and development criteria. 
* * *
(e)
Care centers/day care centers:
* * *

(10) After January 1, 2015 2018, new day care centers shall not be located within 2,500 1,500 feet of a sexual predator residence.  The change of name, or continuation of a day care center within the same location that has been in operation within the last six (6) months by another party, shall not be considered “new” in this context. The Planning and Development Department shall produce a neighborhood search map using the Florida Department of Law Enforcement database of registered sexual predators to determine if such residence exists within a radius of 2,500 1,500 feet of the proposed day care center. The day care center shall be considered to be established on the date the state license to operate said facility is issued.
* * *
Section 2. 
Amending Section 685.102 (Sexual Predators residency requirements), Ordinance Code. Section 685.102 (Sexual Predators residency requirements), Chapter 685 (Sexual Offender and Sexual Predator Regulation), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 685. Sexual Offender and Sexual Predator Regulation
* * *

Sec. 685.102 - Sexual predators residency requirements. 

(a)
It is unlawful for any person who is required by Florida law to register as a sexual predator to reside within 2,500 1,500 feet of any school, public library, day care center, park, playground, or other place where children regularly congregate. 

(b)
A person residing within 2,500 1,500 feet of any school, public library, day care center, park, playground, or other place where children regularly congregate does not commit a violation of this Section, provided that the sexual predator is in full compliance with probation, parole, or conditional release and does not commit another sexual offense, and was in compliance with the residency restrictions prior to July 1, 2005, if any of the following apply: 

(1)
The person established the permanent residence prior to July 1, 2005. 

(2)
The person was a minor when he/she committed the offense and was not convicted as an adult. 

(3)
The person is a minor. 

(4)
The school, public library or day care center within 2500 1,500 feet of the persons permanent residence was opened after the person established the permanent residence. 

(c)
A person who violates subsection (a) shall be guilty of a class D offence. 

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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